Shasta-Scott Pilot Program

I n accordance with the direction of the Commission, the Department established the Shasta-
Scott Pilot Program (SSPP) to address coho salmon recovery issues associated with agriculture
and agricultural water use in the Shasta and Scott river valleys in Siskiyou County (i.e., Shasta
Valley and Scott River recovery units), and established the Shasta-Scott Recovery Team (SSRT)
to advise the Department on these issues. All other issues within these two recovery units were
addressed by the CRT. Both the SSRT and CRT aided the Department in the development of
the Pilot Program.

10 SHASTA-SCOTT PILOT PROGRAM

10.1 FRAMEWORK FOR AGRICULTURAL ISSUES

The SSRT has reached preliminary agreement on the recommendations included in the Pilot
Program. However, the SSRT intends to consider the recommendations in another round of
review before finalizing the recommendations. The SSRT also intends to establish the frame-
work for an implementation and permitting strategy (including appropriate Streambed
Alteration Agreements and Incidental Take Permits).

Recommendations addressing agriculture and agricultural water use in the Shasta and
Scott river valleys were developed in eight action categories. Recommendations for implemen-
tation and administration are introduced in Section 10.2. Recommendations for the following
seven categories are presented in Section 10.3:

1. Water Management. Recommendations in this category include the following topics:
preparation of a Dry Year Water Plan, verification of water use and water rights, ramped
flows for diversions, pulse flows, interim instream flows, irrigation rotation, installation
and maintenance of headgates and measuring devices for diversions, better water fore-
casting, groundwater studies, and instream flow/habitat/temperature modeling studies.

2. Water Augmentation. Recommendation topics are formation of water trusts, develop-
ment of additional surface water storage, small storage opportunities, conjunctive
groundwater use, conveyance from the main Klamath, as well as buying or leasing
water rights.

3. Habitat Management. These recommendations are presented separately for the two
watersheds.

a. Scott River. Recommendations for habitat management focus on improvement of
rearing habitat (habitat restoration, flow connectivity, temperature), valley and low-
gradient tributary channel structure and function, fish passage (low flow, structures
at private road crossings, remediation of mine tailings), and spawning gravels.

b. Shasta Valley. Recommendations address rearing habitat (identification of current
rearing habitat and efforts to maintain it; enhancement of rearing habitat; identifi-
cation and remediation of various dams and impoundments, high temperatures,
and structures at road crossings that are barriers to fish passage), management of
spawning gravel, management of riparian vegetation, and water temperatures.
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10.2

4. Water Use Efficiency. Topics in this category include development of alternative stock
water systems, workshops in water use efficiency for landowners, ditch lining and pip-
ing, ditch repair and cleaning, irrigation system efficiency, cropping changes, tailwater
reclamation, BMPs, and implementing the California Irrigation Management
Information System (CIMIS) program in the two watersheds.

5. Protection. This category includes screening diversions and screen maintenance, pro-
tection of riparian zones, fish rescue, and barrier removal.

6. Assessment and Monitoring. The recommendations are presented in two categories: habi-
tat monitoring and fish population monitoring. The goals are to collect data that will be
needed for both the Federal and State recovery programs as they evaluate progress
toward recovery and to support an adaptive management program for the measures in
the other categories. One key issue is obtaining access from landowners.

7. Education and Outreach. Education efforts will target not only landowners, but also leg-
islators (Federal, State, and local), and local schools. Handbooks, newsletters, a website,
active engagement with the local press, demonstration projects, and special events are
proposed.

10.2 ADMINISTRATION AND IMPLEMENTATION

Acceptance of the SSPP by the local agricultural community is inextricably linked to develop-
ment of a programmatic implementation framework which covers normal ranching and farm-
ing activities consistent with the Pilot Program. The Department is committed to working with
the SSRT to develop this framework. This framework should include necessary Streambed
Alteration Agreements for water diversion and other instream work, as well as coverage for any
unavoidable incidental take of coho salmon or other listed species.

The implementation schedule is dependent on funding. Quantitative estimates of both the
fiscal cost and socioeconomic impacts of implementing the SSPP have been developed in con-
junction with the economic analysis presented in Chapter 11. For a more detailed analysis,
refer to the complete economic report in Appendix I.

Historically, funding for salmon restoration has been available from a variety of sources
including State and Federal agencies and from various restoration grant opportunities with cost
sharing by local landowners. The current economic downturn and State budget crisis could
jeopardize funding from one or more of these sources. The Department recognizes that ade-
quate funding is essential to successful implementation of the Pilot Program.

The Department is committed to working with the SSRT, other State and Federal agencies,
and with various interest groups to ensure the SSPP is implemented in an economically rea-
sonable manner with an equitable apportionment of public and private obligations. The
Department continues to believe that an incentive-based approach to implementation is the
most viable option for agricultural areas of the Shasta and Scott valleys.

SHASTA-SCOTT PILOT PROGRAM



10.3 SHASTA-SCOTT RECOMMENDATIONS AND IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE

The recommendations developed by the SSRT! to deal with agricultural water and land-use
issues are presented in seven solution categories. They are water management, water aug-
mentation, habitat management, water use efficiency, protection, assessment and monitoring,
and education and outreach (Table 10-1). Brief issue and solution statements that provide con-
text are provided within the list of recommendations.

1 The SSRT has reached conceptual agreement (termed “preliminary favorable regard”) on the recommendations within the first
seven action areas. This is a status short of “final approval.” The SSRT intends to continue its work following approval of the
Recovery Strategy and pursue the establishment of an implementation and permitting framework necessary to allow their final
approval of the recommendations.
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